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ABSTRACT 

SociaJ., political, and business moral issues that 
impede solving public problems, and the situation in higher 
education, specifically in Florida, are considered. Problems in 
society that have a moral impact include the high rate of crime and 
an ineffective rehabilitation system for convicted criminals * illicit 
drug traffic, and "the strength of. special interest groups through 
campaign financing at all levels of government. The iripral issue of 
educational quality has been addressed at all educational levels in 
Florida. Special remedial help for students in K-3, programs and more 
difficul t stan dards for future teachers are 'among the state's efforts 
-to— tfipfove the quality of education.. Florida has funded the community 
college system to improve quality and has reestablished a state 
community college coordinating board to promote system wide 
coordination, prevent duplication, and monitor the quality of 
programs at the 20 community colleges. The state legislature 
authorized the issuance of state vouchers of $750 per year for 
Florida resident students for tuition costs in state private 
colleges. Objections to this action and problem afceas, including an 
inefficient cabinet state board of education, are considered. (SW) 
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EDUCATION COMMISSION OF THE STATES 

THIRD ANNUAL ADVANCED LEADERSHIP SEMINAR , 

FOR STATE ACADEMIC OFFICERS 
THEME: "PLANNING TO IMPROVE ■ ACADEMIC QUALITY" i 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY LeROY COLLINS: 

"TO THINK, TO (HOOSE , TO ACT" 

h THE PRES ITJENT HAS EMPHASIZED, OUR NATION IS NOW 
FACING GRAVE PROBLEMS OF ENORMOUS COMPLEXITY, UNDERLYING 
THESE, HE POINTS OUT, THERE SEEMS TO BE A SERIOUS DIMINUTION 

IN PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, THE PROFESSIONS, 

■ / 

the press, our institutions generally, the rolls have been 
reflecting this for some time. 

The President says, we have become a highly fractionalized 
|=eople — a people who have lost their unity of purpose, 
' Strength of leadership is under challenge. It is 
'claimed that our leaders need more, and better advise and 
• counsel, but to me this is more expedient than realistic. 

a leader in high political authority ~ whether a 
President of the'United States, or a police commissioner 
in Kalamazoo — needs information from others by which he 
can understand the facts with which he deals, and h is 
options, but he must make his own decisions, i f he is 
properly informed of the relevant facts, and still needs 



advice from others as to how he "should act, i think he 
has .been over promoted/ and is not equal to his task, 

Starting where he goes to work everyday, a public 
leader, to achieve success, must always strive to find 
the moral values that are at the center core of his public 
responsibility and by competent effort, and his own 
example, prove out his abiding and consistent loyalty to 

THESE VALUES, If HE DOES. THIS, IN MY OPINION, THE COUNTRY, 

or the state, or the community will follow, and actively 
help him to achieve his goals, 

Woodrow Wilson once was criticized for being an 
"idealist" and he countered the charge by x saying, "Well, 
that is the way i know i am an american", 

Rooted in our country's earliest days was the concept 
that here in this nation we would have free individuals 
with a common commitment to the idea that private gain 
would be subservient to the public good, this became, and 

REMAINS, THE OBLIGATION OF EACH OF US, It HAS BEEN THE 

central moral issue that has held us together in the past, 
it is the ideal around which we can become unified as we ' 
face the future, 

Materialism does indeed' now seem rampant in our land, 
so many are interested only in "what's in it for me?" and 
this attitude threatens to smother our idealism, 



The distinguished philosopher, teacher, and world 



STATESMAN, CHARLES HABIB MALEK, DEFINED MATERIALISM IN 

broader terms than we ordinarily think when he wrote: 

"When the whole— any whole— is looked upon 
only as the sum total of its parts— that is 
materialsim, 



"When the highest and most distinctive in 
man— his mind, his spirit, the fact that he 
can be touched and transformed by something 
that is. holy and divine, when all this 
wonderful side of man is reduced— to his 
bodily function i ngs — that is materialism. 

."When man is interpreted as made up only , 
of unsati-abLe and Uncontrollable desire- 
that is materialism. 



"When everything is dissolved into a^~-^ 
fluency and flux of elements and things— 
that. is materialism. 

"When quality is overwhelmed by sheer 
quantity— that is materialism. 

"When The whole of life is viewed as 
inherently without rest, without repose, 
without peace, without grace, without 
fullness of .satisfaction— that is 
materialism. 



In a recent biography of our Rough Rider President — 
Theodore Roosevelt — by Edmund Morris, I was impressed with 

THE EMPHASIS GIVEN TO ROOSEVELT'S WRITING SKILLS." HE WAS 
NOT ONLY A SKILLFUL WRITER BUT A VERY PROLIFIC ONE, REVEALING 
IN THE PROCESS MANY OF HIS OWN BELIEFS AND VIRTUES. 
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One of his twenty or more published books was a 
biography of gouvernour morris of new york, one of our 

COUNTRY'S FOREMOST I8tH CENTURY PATRIOTS UPON WHOM HISTORY 
HAD NOT FOCUSED TO THE DEGREE THAT ROOSEVELT FELT MORRIS' 

I 

rich contributions' deserved. 

Describing Morris/ Roosevelt wrote : 

"There was about him that touch of purple 
which is always so attractive, well born, 
well bred, charming, literate, and widely 
traveled, he was . , . . an aggressive 

MORALIST, AND A PASSIONATE PATRIOT. 

i 

Then he added: 

"Morris championed a strong national 
government, wherein he was right,' but 
he also championed a system of class 
representation , . . wherein he was 

— WRONG • 

Now in Roosevelt's use of the term "aggressive 
moralist" it is clear that he had in mind the broad scope 
of that term! the pursuit of principles of right or wrong 
in all human behavior. ftld that is the way i want you to 
think of it tonight. 

Some years back there was a movement which carried 
the -name "moral rearmament".' that movement, dealing with, 
international relationships, has long since spent itself, 
i assume, but if the name had not -been used,, it would just 
fit what i have in mind. our country does need moral 
rearmament. 



Social Morals first come to mind. I suppose, but I 

WOULD EMPHASIZE ALSO POLITICAL AND BUSINESS MORAL ISSUES 
ABOUT WHICH I THINK WE NEED DESPERATELY TO BE MORE 
AGRESS IVE i ' 

Crime rates throughout the nation continue to 

ACCELERATE YEAR BY YEAR. ,FoR MANY YEARS, ACROSS 
THE LAND, REDUCING CRIME HAS BEEN A FAVORITE 
PLATFORM FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS. THE SPEECH 
WRITERS AND IMAGE BUILDERS HAVE BEEN HIGHLY 
RESOURCEFUL IN ADVOCATING "WAR ON CRIME", 
"MAKE OUR STREET SAFE" AND SO ON. In OUR 
STATES WE HAVE BEEN PUMPING MORE AND MORE 
MILLIONS INTO FINANCING TASK FORCES AND 
STUDIES SEEKING TO > F I ND REMEDIES. STILL 
THE CRIME RATES HAVE KEPT GOING UP, THE 
REPORTS HAVE KEPT STACKING UP, AND THE PUBLIC 
EMPLOYMENT ROLLS HAVE KEPT FATTENING UP. 
AND THAT HAS BEEN ABOUT IT, SO IT SEEMS. 
Amh thfrf ARE MORAI ISSUES I N THAT, 

We have found no effective ways to punish 

AND REHABILITATE CRIMINALS. WE ARE LARGELY 
JUST WAREHOUSING THOSE WHO ARE CAUGHT AND 
CONVICTED. WE NOW HAVE BY FAR THE HIGHEST 

percentage of our 'nation's population in 



- : JAILS THAN AT ANY TIME IN HISTORY. (I AM 

EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT THAT THE PERCENTAGE 
IN OUR STATE LEADS ALL THE. REST,) And THFRF 
ARF MORAL ISSUES IN THAT, 

Our system. of criminal justice as administered 
'now is too cumbersome, too time consuming, too 
costly, and too advantageous to the rich and 
disadvantageous to the poor, ald there are 

MORAI ISSUE S IN THAT. 

) 

The use of, and traffic in, illicit drugs in 
my state is reported to exceed the income 
produced from any other source, including 

TOURISM, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRY. At 
ENORMOUS PUBLIC COST WE MANAGE TO PULL. OFF 
AN OCCASIONAL HIGHLY DRAMATIC CATCH BUT THIS 
IS LITTLE MORE THAN -SPITTING I V N THE WIND. To 
THE LAW BREAKERS, ENDURING THESE SET BACKS 
SEEMINGLY IS RECKONED AS JUST. ANOTHER MINOR 
• ITEM IN THEIR COSTS OF DOING BUSINESS. AND 
THERE ARE MORAL ISSUES IN THAT. 

y 

The strength of special interest groups, 
through campaign financing and other pressures, 

• - 6 - . 
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AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT, HAS BECOME A 
SERIOUS THREAT TO .PUBLIC DELIBERATIVE AND 
DECISION MAKING PROCESSES. THIS DEFIES THE 
BASIC PROPOSITION THAT ELECTED OFFICIALS-; 
DERIVE THEIR OFFICES FROM THE PEOPLE, AND IT 
IS TO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY MUST BE HELD 
ACCOUNTABLE. fain THFRF ARF MDRAI ISSUES 
IN THAT. 

TOO MANY POLITICAL LEADERS ARE OBSESSED WITH 
MAKING POPULAR IMAGES, AT THE COST OF BEING 
THEMSELVES AND APPLYING THEIR BEST TALENTS 
AND EFFORTS TO SERVE THE PUBLIC INTEREST,. 
ANh THFRF ARF MORAI ISS1IFS IN THAT. 

The insidious monster of inflation continues 
to erode the public's confidence in our 
currency, and steals from the people their 

PURCHASING POWER. /VlD THERF ARF MORAL ISSUES 
IN THAT. ,.• : 

. i 

In our international relations we should 
re-examine the permissive role of our multi- 
NATIONAL CORPORATIONS. Common Cause- has 
RECENTLY RAISED SERIOUS QUESTIONS OF FAVORITISM 



GRANTED TO SOME; OF THESE COMPANIES THROUGH 
DOMESTIC INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS OF FOREIGN 
PURCHASING COSTS DISGUISED AS TAXES.' BEYOND * 
THIS THE MULTINATIONALS NOW ENJOY RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH FOREIGN NATIONS — AND FOREIGN COMPANIES 
AND INDIVIDUALS ~ WHICH COULD EASILY PRODUCE 
SITUATIONS AND. CONDITIONS, WITHOUT OUR GOVERN- 
MENT'S SANCTION, THAT COULD AT ANY TIME UNLEASH 

THEIR DOGS OF WAR, OR OUR OWN. Am THERE ARE 

i 

MORAL ISSUES IN THAT. ' . Y 



now these conditions, and others of similar import, 
reflect serious deficiencies in /movement toward the mastery 
of current grave public problems and the meeting of serious 
public needs. the people are aware of. this weakness, and as 
a result have lost much of their faith. . \ 

In this broad context the country needs "aggressive 

moralists", Leaders who will stand for what they know to 

\ 

be right, regardless of what others' may tell them it will 
do to their image;, and a citizenry made up of people of the 
same sense of responsibility. - 

But you are education leaders and the general? theme , 

of this Conference is "PLAINING TO IMPKVE. ACMEMIC QJ PLITY" 

...... - -i 

So I WILL LEAVE THE BROAD PROBLEMS OF THE COUNTRY AND 
CONCENTR-ATE MORE IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION, WHERE THERE 
also is nee:. FOR MORAL STRENGTHENING. \ . 



The Carnegie Council on Policy Studies in Higher 
Education has recently -reported that there are "signs 
of serious moral deterioration" ... in most (j .• s. 

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES THAT ARE LIKELY TO WORSEN IN THE 
1980'S AND 90'S AS THESE INSTITUTIONS COMPETE -FOR STUDENTS. 

The report further shows that academic dishonesty among 
students is o^n the rise; that theft and mutilation of 
library books and journals is considered a serious problem 

IN 80% OF THE UNIVERSITIES STUDIED, AS ARE ABUSES OF PUBLIC 
FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS. 20,000 OF THESE RECIPIENTS ARE ■ 

shown to have filed for bankruptcy to discharge their loans. 
Faculty and administrative practices are severely criticized 



IN "GRADE INFLATIONS" AND THE GRANTING OF DEGREES Bj\SED 

IN THE 
JERAL 



UPON OFF CAMPUS ,j AND OUT-OF-STATE WORK. THE REPORT 
END, NOTES THAT THESE DISCLOSURES "MAY SIGNAL A GEN 

LOSS OF SELF-CONFIDENCE AND . ! . .', MUTUAL TRUST, AND ( A 

1 • ' •'• //I 

GENERAL DECLINE OF INTEGRITY OF CONDUCT ON CAMPUS ,j 

I WOULD LI KE^ TO REFER BRIEFLY TO SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF QUALITY EDUCATION IN FLORIDA. 

■■■ \ 

Speaking of moral issues, what could be more fundamentally 
■wrong than children going through school and not learning 

ANYTHING? WELL THIS HAS BEEN A BREAKTHROUGH YEAR FO.R FLORIDA 
IN EFFORTS TO KEEP- THIS FROM^ HAPPENING . 

WE HAVE A NEW PROGRAM INVOLVING THE EXPENDITURE OF 
$23,000,t)00 FOR SPECIAL REMEDIAL HELP FOR^ ALL' NEEDY CHILDREN 

\ 



IN OUR K-3 PROGRAMS, THIS WILL BE IN ADDITION TO AND/ 1 
SUPPLEMENT OUR REGULAR ONGOING PROGRAMS, IT TIES IN ALSO 
WITH OUR BROAD TESTING PROGRAM COVERING GRADES 3, 5, 8, 
AND 11 AND GIVES US COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION OF WHERE 
FAILURES OCCUR, AND THE REMEDIAL MEANS' F^R CORRECTION, UNDER 
OUR LAW IF A 'STUDENT FAILS HIS LAST TEST HE WILL NOT BE GIVEN 

A GRADUATION D/IPLOMA BUT A CERTIFICATE INDICATING HIS 

- ■ i ' . — 

completion ;of ; the required number of years work, a district 
Federal Court, upholding these tests, has ordered that 
certificates^ of completion be witheld for four years, upon . 
the theory vhat the plan works unfairly, and thus unconstitu- 

i. / 

tionally, as to black children, but this is/now being 
challenged in an appellate court. 

We also have a -new program toughening up standards 
for future teachers • before students will be allowed to 
enroll in our colleges of education they will be required 
to pass a nationally administered test at the 40th percentile 

OR HIGHER. Some OF OUR BLACK CITIZENS HAVE STRONGLY pro- 
TESTED THIS AND X I UNDERSTAND THAT A SOLUTION HAS BEEN AGREED 

v . " \ ■ \ 

upon by allowing the standard university 10% ^umerical x variance, 
The moral" issue of educational quality was also addressed 

at the post secondary level. 

Our (hancellor, EAJv York, and Board of Regents, 

buttressed by the results -pf extensive citizen and professional 

studies, confronted the legislature this year with these. 

well documented facts : 



First, for years Florida has struggled 
with enormous problems in meeting quantity 

NEEDS, AND AS A RESULT THE STATE HAS FAILED 
TO APPLY- SUFFICIENT RESOURCES TO MEET 
ESCALATING QUALITY NEEDS J 

i 

' Also that high quality higher education 

\ ■ 

WOULD REPRESENT A SOUND INVESTMENT IN 
THE FUTURE OF OUR STUDENTS, AND OF THE 
STATE, WITH BENEFITS FAR OUTWEIGHING 
COSTS. 

' The battles were not easy ones, but with well cultivated 
and strong legislative leadership, the response was exciting 

AND THE END RESULTS, WHILE NOT EVERYTHING DESIRED, WERE ~ 
.MOST BELIEVE — EXTRAORDINARILY GOOD. 

So WE NOW HAVE THE MEANS TO MAKE OUR HIGHER INSTITUTIONS 
SOMETHING MORE THAN ADEQUATE. WE CAN CONFIDENTLY MOVE THEM 
TOWARD EXCELLENCE UNDER STANDARDS COMPORTING WITH THE VERY 

best systems in america. 

Our goal is to make each of our universities superior 
in its distinctive role in serv i ng x our ,. states ' ~ and an 
important part of our country's— higher education needs. 

Our fine community college system-, the partner with our, 
university system in providing access to higher education in 
Florida, was also strengthened, not only by an infusion of 



funds to improve quality, eut also by re-establishment 
of a State Community College Coordinating Board to provide . 
a mechanism for systemwide ^coord i nation, for preventing-, 
unwarranted duplication, and for monitoring quality of the 
programs offered by the 28 community colleges, 

the great expansion of low cost public education in 
Florida, necessary to provide access for all our citizens 
has, unfortunately, put s^ftkjus pressures on our private" 
colleges, some 14 in number, wlth enrollments generally on 

THE DECLINE, THE SUPPORTERS OF THESE PRIVATE COLLEGES HAVE ^ 
SOUGHT STATE AID IN SOME FORM TO ENABLE THEM TO CONTINUE TO 
SERVE. 

in this last legislative session, there .was a response , 
to this need, the legislature authorized the issuance of 
State vouchers of $750 per year for individual Florida 
resident- students in part payment of their tuition costs 
in Florida based private colleges. When fully- implemented 
this cost is estimated to run' over 8 ^million dollars per year, 

the colleges authorized to accept the. vouchers and collect 
them from the state are, required to grant baccalaureate degrees 
and not to be "pervasively sectarian/', a-l of our, 4-year 
private colleges, 1 have been told, /cons ider vemselves 
qualified.^ this new effort was not recommended by. any 
official public education agency, other than legislators, 
that i am aware of. . 



Without meaning to down-grade the need for help, to 

ME THERE SEEMS TO BE POLICY QUESTIONS WHICH WILL BE ARGUED 
IN MANY PLACES AND SERIOUS LEGAL QUESTIONS THAT DOUBTLESS 
WILL BE PASSED UPON 3Y THE "COURTS . FOR EXAMPLE, OUR STATE 
CONSTITUTION EXPRESSLY PROHIBITS FUNDS FROM Trtf STATE TREASURY 
TO BE USED "IN AID OF ANY SECTARIAN INSTITUTION" AND THERE 
ARE SERIOUS DOUBTS THAT THE LEGISLATURE MAY AVOID THIS. BY 
CHARACTERIZING THE BENEFICIARY AS NOT "PERVASIVELY" SECTARIAN, 
IF IN ANSWER TO THIS, IT IS ARGUED THAT THE BENEFICIARY IS 
THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT RATHER THAN THE INSTITUTION, THEN HOW 
CAN WE DENY THE SAME AID TO OUR RESIDENT STUDENTS WHO WANT 
TO GO OUT . OF THE, STATE - c OR THEIR HIGHER EDUCATION, UNDER 
GUARANTEES OF EQUAL PROTECTION OF 'THE LAW? 

There is the further question: ,How can it make sense 

TO ACCEPT A NEW FINANCIAL BURDEN OF THIS KIND BEFORE WE HAVE'. 
BROUGHT TO ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS THE QUALITY OF THE INSTITUTIONS 
FOR WHICH WE ALREADY HAVE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY. 

Anew commission has just been, authorized by the 

LEGISLATURE, AND ADEQUATELY FUNDED, TO MAKE A STUDY OF OUR 
TOTAL STRUCTURE OF POST SECONDARY PUBLIC EDUCATION, It WILL 
REPORT WITHIN A YEAR. It IS~ HOPED THAT THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THIS COMMISSION WILL BE CLEAR AND STRONG, AND THAT THEY ■■ - 
WILL DESERVE AND RECEIVE THE SUPPORT OF. OUR STATE GOVERNMENT, 
BUSINESS 'INTERESTS, THE PRESS, AND OF COURSE THE : RANK AND 
FILE OF OUR CITIZENSHIP. If THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED, THE WORK 
OF THE COMMISSION COULD WELL SHAPE THE FORM AND STRUCTURE OF 



HIGHER EDUCATION IN FLORIDA FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS CENTURY. 

A UNITED SUPERIOR. EFFORT IS STILL REQUIRED IN OUR STATE 
TO OVERCOME ROAD BLOCKS OF PAROCHIALISM, SECTIONALISM, AND 
SELF-CENTERED COMMUNITY AMBITION. We MUST YET SEE TO IT 
THAT THE TOTAL EFFORT LEADS TO EACH INSTITUTION'S SUCCESS, 
BUT NOT AT THE COST OF ANOTHER'S FAILURE. 

I would' not leave you with the idea that we have 

MASTERED- ALL OF OUR EDUCATION PROBLEMS IN FLORIDA, OR THAT 
MONEY IS THE ONLY. NEED WE HAVE TO MAKE EVERYTHING RIGHT. 
TO THE CONTRARY, THERE ARE SERIOUS OTHER NEEDS, 

Our STATE PERSISTS IN retaining an outmoded, INEFFICIENT 
cabinet State Board of Education which is ultimately responsible 
for all public education policy and supervision. tk: r d jard 
consists of six elected cabinet officers. and the governor. 
Each cabinet officer also has his own main area of respon- 
sibility (such as the . Attorney General, Secretary of State, 
Commissioner of- Agriculture and so on) besides many other 

COLLEGIAL RESPONSIBILITIES, It IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THESE 
PART-TIME OFFICIALS PERSONALLY TO. CONTRIBUTE MUCH TO THE 
VAST RESPONSIBILITIES OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.. THE RESULT IS 
A DELEGATION TO OTHERS AND, A DIFFUSION AND.. CONFUSION OF \J 
ACCOUNTABILITY.. StUDY^AFTER STUDY. HAS" RECOMMENDED THAT WE / 

abandon this administrative quagmire but each effort to 
Accomplish this has been overwhelmingly defeated with the 

BATTLE CRY ^"don't TAKE POWER AWAY FROM THE PEOPLE" , ; 

Mother problem we face ..is that the unions that 
represent the teachers and administrative people act as 



THOUGH THEIR CAUSE IS ALMOST TOTALLY TO GET THE MOST THEY 
CAN IN SALARIES AND OTHER BENEFITS FOR THEIR MEMBERS. I 
WOULD HOPE THAT THEY WOULD EXERCISE A BROADER SENSE OF 



RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY. THEY SHOULD BE CONCERNED^ 
MORE DEEPLY FOR THE STUDENTS' WELFARE WHICH IS THE PRIMARY 

purpose of education; they should work with parents, with 
taxpayers, and with government leaders, to achieve a soundly 
based mutuality of support for higher. academic quality' in 
our programs. 

we need the improvement of teacher-parent, - and 
school-community, relations hi ps . pta groups do not take., 
the active part in meeting school needs, developing school 
competence, instilling school pride, as they d id 20 years 
ago. There has been a loss, of mutual confidence and trust 
that in "past years meant. so much, 

"Remember earlier! mentioned Theodore Roosevelt's 
grave concern about the danger of "class representation?" 

' The sponsors of our Bill of Rights of the U. S... 
. Constitution considered this danger to be one of the. gravest, 
the new nation faced, and pressures for class discrimination 

HAVE PLAGUED OUR GROWTH EVER SINCE. We HAVE OVERCOME MOST OF 
THESE PRESSURES BUT NOT- WITHOUT GREAT COSTS . We OVERCAME THE : 
"PROPERTY CLASS" CONCEPT THAT ONCE GAVE TO A FEW THE EXCLUSIVE 
POWER -OF THE BALLOT. ' THE RICH ONCE DOMINATED^THE SELECTION 

ofU . S. Senators 'through their selection by state 
legislatures that often sold them by auction to the highest 
bidder. Efforts were made^yIarsXback to cou^t the Irish as • 
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A. CLASS, THE JEWS; THE CATHOLICS, WE SEEM TO BE NOW 
WORKING OUR WAY OUT OF DISCRIMINATION BY SEX AS A CLASS. 

The WORST SIN of all our history, however, was our treatment 

OF BLACK PEOPLE AS A' CLASS. WE FOUGHT OUR BLOODIEST WAR OF 
ALL TIME TO OVERCOME THIS, BUT EVEN THAT DIDN'T DO IT. 

IT WAS OUR OWN GENERATION, WITH SACRIFICES BY MANY, 
INCLUDINg\lACK CHILDREN BOMBED IN THEIR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, v . 
WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF A STRONG UNITED STATES SUPR'EME COURT, 
A STRONG A^ND COOPERATIVE CONGRESS, A STRONG PRESIDENT, THAT 
HAS DONE MOSY TO ABOLISH BLACK CLASS CITIZENSHIP. YES, WE 
HAVE COME A, LONG WAY ON THE ROAD TO FULL " RECOGNITION OF THE 
RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP FOR. ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF DIFFERENCES 
IN COLOR, SEX OR CREED, THOUGH THERE - STILL REMAINS SERIOUS 
SHORT-COMINGS. - a 

I AM CONCERNED, -HOWEVER, THAT NOW- IN THEIR ZEAL,- SOME 
LEADERS ARE TENDING TO SANCTION ; SHORT CUTS ON THE ROAD" AHEAD 
WHICH MAY BE SELF-SERVING IN THE SHORT RUN, BUT SELF-DEFEATI NG 
IN THE LONG RUN, AND WHICH INSTEAD OF RECOGNIZING THE EQUALITY 
OF BLACKS AS THE MAJOR GOAL, WOULD TRAP THEM BACK* INTO A CLASS 
CONCEPT, BAITED WITH SPECIAL BENEFITS ACCRUING ON THE BASIS OF 
THEIR COLOR. 

AS I SEE IT, THIS IN UN/VlERICAN AND WRONG . 
- A SHORT TIME BACK I READ IN THE- NEWSPAPER THAT SOME ['[ 
BLACK LEADERS HAD SOUGHT AND OBTAINED AN ORDER FROM A FEDERAL 
COURT IN EETROIT REQUIRING SCHOOL AUTHORITIES TO HAVE "BLACK " 
ENGLISH" RECOGMIZED AS; A SEPARATE LANGUAGE . It .WAS POINTED 
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OUT THAJ MANY BLACK CHILDREN HEAR A FORM OF ENGLISH FROM 
BIRTH THAT IS NOT RECOGNIZED AND UNDERSTOOD IN THE SCHOOLS 
WHICH THEY ATTEND, THUS THOSE STUDENTS ARE NOT UNDERSTOOD 
BY TEACHERS WHO REGARD VTHEM AS ILLITERATE BECAUSE THEY DO 
NOT UNDERSTAND AND SPEAK "STANDARD ENGLISH", Al EXAMPLE OF A 
PHRASE IN "BLACK ENGLISH" WAS GIVEN -AS: "He DONE BEEN GONE", x 
NOW THAT IS NOT "Bb CK ENGLISH" , It IS "BAD ENGLISH," 

I've heard it all of my life from white and black people 
most of whom came. up in improver i shed ghetto or. rural areas 
where the level of literacy. in homes and- schools has been 
very low for generations. black people you and i see and 
hear from day to day do not talk like this, and it would 

BE INSULTING TO SUGGEST THAT THEY DID. It WOULD MAKE JUST 
. AS MUCH SENSE TO CALL WHAT IS REFERRED TO AS "BrOOKLYNESE" 
A LANGUAGE, OR PERHAPS THE "MIDWESTERN TWANG" OR "SOUTHERN 

drawl", - . 

We should be busy with special help to get anybody, 
black or white, out of this kind of idiom, rather than: 
. fostering its continuance by giving. it a fa^lse class recognition 
and respectib i lity , 



I HEARD IT SAID NOT LONG AGO THAT EVERY INDIVIDUAL TO 
BECOME SUCCESSFUL MUST BE EDUCATED TO FILL THREE BASIC NEEDS;, 

First, the need to think. To comprehend, to understand, 

.: " r- 

TO SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE, TO CONCEPTUALIZE, THESE ARE BASIC 



TO ALL PROGRESS. , 

• / ' 
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. \ But the second is equally important: The need to 

choose. In our work, our living, we must evaluate and choose 
between' the good and bad, the right and wrong, the effective 
and the ineffective. k'e become lost if we cannot establish 

/ 

WISE PRIORITIES, v 

Aid the third is the need to act. We can think all we 
want . to — we can choose soundly and well — but unless we 
have the gumption and drive to act, we won't get far . 

1:1 think these are sound goals by which our whole public 
education program can better activate the virtues of morality, 

/If through education we can build a citizenship that is 
more aggressive^ more idealistic and less materialistic, 
surely we will come together, share hurts together, disenthrall 
ourselves together (as lincoln put it) . <! 

There . comes a time in- the life of every* nation — and 
i the same may be said of every state, every community and every 
institution — when people must face into the wind, and not 
expect. it always at their back j a time that brings hurt and 
stress," a time to' stand on values and ' not expediency; a time 
to subordinate private gain to public good, i am sure" that 
this is such a time. 

a^jd i am just as sure that in this year and every "year cj- 
public education must be in the vanguard leading the" way, 
. not ^onlyyto stem the tide of our losses, but to achieve/ the 
gains that will carry us into a brave future with stronger 
- ' confidence. 

" ■ i " ■ ' . - "■• 
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